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HELP FROM SCRAPS

Santi Reyes and his sister Sophie Reyes play on the stage set up as part of the Teatro Piñata exhibit at The New Children’s Muse-
um. The immersive exhibit by David Israel Reynoso allows children to play on stage as well as explore a backstage world. 

NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T

ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE 

San Diego is at the end of the
pipeline when it comes to import-
ing water from the Colorado River
and the Sacramento Bay Delta. So
it’s no surprise its costs have ex-
ceeded those of Los Angeles and
other parts of Southern Califor-
nia. 

However, a recent report from
a leading expert finds there is
more behind the skyrocketing
price of water in the San Diego re-
gion, which over the last decade
has seen wholesale rates increas-
ingly outpace neighbors to the
north.

Plummeting demand coupled
with a bevy of costly projects —
from raising dams to a desalina-
tion plant in Carlsbad — created a
perfect storm that sent water
rates soaring over the last decade,
according to a recent analysis by
longtime environmental econo-
mist Michael Hanemann of Arizo-
na State University. 

Hanemann doesn’t fault the
San Diego County Water Author-
ity for its investments. He said the
strategy of the wholesaler, which
serves 24 retail agencies, would
look more prudent today had de-
mand not unexpectedly fallen by
40 percent since 2010.

Over the last decade, multiple
droughts in California have trig-
gered mandatory conservation
coupled with a widely successful
turf-rebate program. Demand
across the state has decreased
dramatically. Most agencies didn’t
see it coming.

As a result of selling less water, 

REPORT
DETAILS
SOARING
WATER
COSTS 
Critics question city
investments as rates in
San Diego surpass L.A. 
BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH
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SACRAMENTO
California would man-

date that all businesses re-
quire their employees and in-
dependent contractors to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccine
under legislation announced
Friday by Democratic state
lawmakers. The measure
was immediately criticized
by Republicans as govern-
ment overreach.

Employees or contractors
who qualify for medical or re-
ligious exemptions would
have to be regularly tested
under a planned amendment
to the bill. New employees
would have to get at least one
dose of the vaccine by the
time they start work and the
second dose within 45 days of
being on the job.

Assemblywoman Buffy
Wicks introduced the bill
months after delaying an
original proposal last fall.
The previous version would
have allowed workers to sub-
mit to weekly testing as an al-
ternative to getting vacci-
nated, but that is not an op-

tion in her new proposal. 
Wicks and other support-

ers said the mandate is
needed even as California
moves to ease other require-
ments and anticipates mov-
ing into a new “endemic”
phase that accepts the co-
ronavirus is here to stay but
will become manageable as
immunity builds. 

“That’s fundamentally
what this bill is about,” she
said. “Getting back to some
sense of normalcy so we can
go on with our lives, and we
don’t have these constant in-
terruptions and outbreaks
and all these things that
we’ve been experiencing for
so long.”

The mandate would re-
main in place unless the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention decides
that COVID-19 vaccinations
are no longer needed.

The bill would require
state health and occupa-
tional safety officials to ad-
vise employers on what
qualifies as a medical condi-
tion, disability, religious be-
lief and valid vaccination

status. Businesses that
didn’t comply would face
penalties that have yet to be
determined.

Assembly Republican
Leader James Gallagher said
he is vaccinated and urges
others to also get their shots.

“But telling people they
can’t feed their family unless
they get the vaccine is just
wrong,” Gallagher said. “I
trust Californians enough to
treat them like adults who
can make their own health
care decisions. It’s unfortu-
nate that a few Democrats in
the Legislature don’t.”

The proposal drew simi-
lar concerns from Jonathan
Keller, president of the con-
servative California Family
Council advocacy group, who
said that “(g)overnment
should not force employers
to fire people over personal
medical decisions.”

Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom last year ordered all
of the state’s roughly 2.2 mil-
lion health care workers to be
vaccinated or lose their jobs. 

He also required state 

STATE BILL WOULD MANDATE
VACCINATION FOR WORKERS 
Testing would be required for those who qualify for an exemption 
BY DON THOMPSON 
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The United States warned Fri-

day that President Vladimir Putin
of Russia could mount a major mil-
itary assault on Ukraine at any mo-
ment, suggesting a crisis that had
been building for months has
reached a critical phase.

The Pentagon, which has ruled
out deploying troops to defend
Ukraine, sent 3,000 soldiers to
neighboring Poland Friday as ten-
sions mounted, reinforcing the
U.S. military personnel being dis-
patched to help NATO allies. A
host of countries, fearing an immi-
nent invasion, told their citizens to
leave Ukraine. And President Joe
Biden spent more than an hour on
a call with allies to discuss “di-
plomacy and deterrence,” the
White House said.

U.S. officials said the United
States is preparing to evacuate its
embassy in Kyiv.

Ukraine warned that drills by
Russia and Russian-backed sepa-
ratists had left the country all but
encircled and its ports effectively
blockaded, the latest evidence of a
shift in tone after weeks in which
Ukraine’s leaders had downplayed
the threat of an attack.

With the United States pushing
for a diplomatic solution, Putin
and Biden will speak by phone to-
day, according to the Kremlin and 

U.S.: THREAT
OF RUSSIAN
INVASION IN
UKRAINE IS
‘IMMEDIATE’
Americans urged to
leave within 48 hours;
Biden, Putin to speak
BY KATIE ROGERS
& ANDREW E. KRAMER
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WASHINGTON 
In a striking reversal, federal regulators

said Friday that they would wait for data on
how well three doses of Pfizer-BioNTech’s co-
ronavirus vaccine work in children younger
than 5 before deciding whether to authorize
the vaccine for that age group.

The decision by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration most likely rules out shots for roughly
18 million of the nation’s youngest children un-
til at least April. The Biden administration had
been hoping to expand vaccination to those 6
months through 4 years of age as early as next
week. They are the only Americans not yet eli-
gible for shots.

Pfizer-BioNTech asked for the delay after
the companies discovered that the Omicron
wave had led to a far higher rate of infection
than they had previously recorded among
young volunteers in their clinical trial. The new
data underscored that the Omicron variant
was better than the earlier Delta variant at
evading the vaccine’s protection, and it showed
that two doses, which had already fallen short
by another measure, were not effective enough.

FDA SEEKS MORE
DATA BEFORE
DECISION ON
VACCINES FOR
KIDS UNDER 5 
BY SHARON LAFRANIERE & NOAH WEILAND
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Barbara Walter, a political scientist at UC
San Diego, has been studying civil wars for 30
years. She understands the script they follow:
how they ignite, how they escalate, how they
end.

The storm clouds she sees gathering now
are over the United States. 

“If you were an analyst in a foreign country
looking at events in America — the same way
you’d look at events in Ukraine or the Ivory
Coast or Venezuela — you would go down a
checklist, assessing each of the conditions that
make civil war likely,” Walter writes in a new
book. “And what you would find is that the
United States, a democracy founded more
than two centuries ago, has entered very dan-
gerous territory.”

Dangerous because Americans, awash in
seismic cultural, economic and demographic
change, are increasingly distrustful of their
government and each other. Dangerous be-

UCSD POLITICAL SCIENTIST SEES U.S. HEADING TOWARD CIVIL WAR
In her new book, Barbara Walter
looks at risk factors, finds nation
is in ‘very dangerous territory’
BY JOHN WILKENS

UC San Diego political scientist Barbara Walter, at her home on Friday, is author of
the new book “How Civil Wars Start: And How to Stop Them.” 

EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T

SEE CIVIL WAR • A6


